
Web Tools You Can Use: 
Blogs and Blogging

Transportation Research Board
85th Annual Meeting

Library and Information Science for 
Transportation Committee

Matthew Barrett - Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority



What is a Blog?

A weblog is a hierachy of text, images, media objects and 
data, arranged chronologically, that can be viewed with 
an HTML browser.
A weblog post has three basic elements: title, link, and 
description.
Best technical description: Harvard Law Blogs -

http://blogs.law.harvard.edu/whatMakesAWeblogAWe
blog

Blogging has become a mainstream form of collaborative 
dynamic communication and simplified web publishing.
Technorati.com claims there are over 23 million blogs, 
National Institute for Techology and Liberal Education 
(nitle.org) claims there are 2.87 million blogs of which 
1.97 million are active, and 1.37 million are in English.



Why Blog?

Increases the “surface area” of your website.
Extends reference services, current awareness and 
professional development.
Expands your influence, builds constituency and customer 
base.
Markets your services and research -

Convenient for publishing subject area bibliographies, 
new sources/references, new reports, new analysis,  
podcasts, and custom aggregated information.
Makes content more dynamic and easily available for 
customers to pull using RSS feeds or receive via email. 



Transportation Blogs

Nevada DOT 
http://www.douglascounty395.com/blog.asp

Focus – community relations/public affairs
General Motors

http://fastlane.gmblogs.com/
Focus – marketing and marketing research

Chicago Transit Authority
http://www.ctachair.blogspot.com/

Focus – build constituency
University of South Florida – TDM & Telework
Clearinghouse

http://www.nctr.usf.edu/clearinghouse/
http://tdmtalk.blogspot.com/

Focus – distribute research to practitioners 



Transportation Blogs (con’t)

Urban Transport Issues in Asia
http://urbantransportasia.blogspot.com/

Focus – analyze and distribute transport research
U.S. Carsharing 

http://carsharingus.blogspot.com/
Focus – promote carsharing and carsharing
research

UMTRI News / Science of Driving
http://www.umtri.umich.edu/umtri/inthenews.html

Focus – promote and distribute UMTRI info
SciTech Library Question Blog

http://stlq.info/ Information for sci-tech librarians



Blog Sample – U. South Florida



Blog Sample – Urban Transport Asia



Blog Sample - UMTRI



Blog Sample – SciTech Library



Blog Considerations

Have something to say
Be careful what you say

Current and future employers, other current and future 
relationships - once blogged its out there and can 
propagate…

Think about:
Audience(s) – micro and macro
Usability – archiving time period, multiple blogs, RSS, 
podcasts, and design issues
Comments – any, moderated or none
Links – are you part of a larger community?
Members/Contributors – at your invitation

Intranet vs. Internet



Blog Considerations (con’t.)

Server Installed Software 
Are you on good terms with your ITS Dept?
Moveable Type, Nucleus, others

Side-by-Side Comparison Chart 
http://www.asymptomatic.net/blogbreakdown.h
tm

Web-hosted
Blogger.com, LiveJournal.com, BlogStream.com, 
others

Easy templates and step-by-step instructions
Helps to have some basic familiarity with html, but 
not absolutely necessary



Getting Started with a Blog

My Test in Progress: 
http://losangelestranportation.blogspot.com

Requested my OPAC vendor incorporate RSS into 
future updates for the library catalog’s “view recent 
arrivals” feature.
Working with our Communications dept. to look at 
including blogs as part of community outreach efforts 
on Metro projects (with links to the library).

Recommend using a free webhosted service first to test 
blogging process and interest level.
Can be set up in 5 minutes for free with 
http://www.blogger.com no limit to number of blogs or 
number of posts.



http://LosAngelesTransportation.blogspot.com
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