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Podcasts – Tool for 
Transportation Research?

• New Oxford Dictionary’s Word of the Year

• Perspective of a non-techie interested in tools 
for disseminating information



Podcasts – Tool for 
Transportation Research?

• Introduction
• Finding podcasts
• Listening and subscribing to podcasts
• Making your own podcast
• Sample podcasts
• Podcasts and transportation research



Podcasts

• Wikipedia– podcast is a web feed of audio or 
video files placed on the Internet for anyone 
to subscribe to

• Direct download an option, but subscription 
feed of new content distinguishes podcast 
from simple download or real-time streaming



Podcasts

• Many radio programs available 
as podcasts

• Content from wide variety of 
sources

• Unlike broadcast, you can listen 
when and where it’s convenient 
for you



Finding Podcasts

• podcast.net - http://www.podcast.net/
• Top 10 – Music, Comedy, News, Podcast

• Podcast Alley - http://www.podcastalley.com/

• Top 10, Newest, Random, Featured
• Categories
• Integrated into websites, e.g., SFGate



Listening and Subscribing 

Hardware and software
• iPod works, but not necessary
• Speakers
• Try clicking on icon
• Download free aggregator software 

such as iPodder to subscribe



Podcasts



Podcasts - DIY

If I can do it, so can 
you
Record your program
Convert file to .mp3
Put file on web server
Make RSS text file



Sample Podcasts

HEDTL Introduction
focuses on questions visitors ask

Topics in Transportation
TRB news 
research activities at ITS, TTI, etc.
policy discussions – SAFETEA-LU



Podcasts and 
Transportation Research

Not peer review or replacement for 
traditional publishing 
News, discussion
Tech transfer possibilities
Institute for Advanced Architecture’s 
Building Sound



Podcast Resources

Podcasting News – forums, categories, 
resources, how-to information
Audacity – free, open source, cross-platform 
software to record audio
iPodder – software for audio downloads
Weblogs.com – “freshest podcasts”
MyPods.net – how-to, directories



Podcasts

Check some out, nice flexible medium
Try podcasting yourself
Watch for video applications

Thanks to Kendra Levine, HEDTL, for technical assistance!


